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Personally Made or Privately Manufactured Firearms, also known as PMF’s, are firearm 

that are assembled by an individual.  Federal law (1968 Gun Control Act) permits individuals to 

build these firearms for personal use only.  The 1968 Gun Control act also designates the Lower 

Receiver known as the Frame for handguns and the Receiver for rifles as a firearm itself, and is 

the only part of a firearm that is regulated and requires serialization.   The term Frame or 

Receiver refers to Lower Receivers in general when speaking about Ghost Guns or PMF’s.    

Under new laws passed in New York State in 2021 that are now in effect, un-serialized PMF’s 

are what are called Ghost Guns. 

  



 

*All other parts of a firearm are unregulated  

Unfinished Frames or Receivers along with all of the parts that one would need to complete 

them can be purchased in several ways.     



1. From Online Firearm Part Retailers and secondary markets such as EBay or Gun Broker  

2. In person at gun shows which are held in states with less strict gun laws 

3. Through the traditional Iron Pipeline 

 



 

 



Below are pictures of the packaging that each of the commercially available Frames are sold in.  



Commercially available Frame or Receivers are sometimes sold with assembly jigs.   

 

 

Certain types of tools have become very popular amongst individuals who build Glock type 

Ghosts from Unfinished Frames.    



  

 

There are several models of Sig Sauer type handguns that Unfinished Frames are manufactured 

for.  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Unfinished Receivers are sold for many types and models of rifles, which include but are not 

limited to: 

 AR-15 (Intermediate rounds) 

 AR-10 (Shoots a .308 and 6.5 Creedmoor rounds) 

 AR-9 (Shoots a 9mm round) 

 AK-47 (Shoots a 7.62x39mm cartridge) 

 MAC Types (Mac 10 & Mac 11) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



There are numerous video sharing websites such as YouTube, Odysee, Rumble, and 

Utreon that have become popular amongst Ghost Gun designed and builders, which host 

videos on how to design and construct firearms built from 3D printed Frames or Receivers.  

YouTube which is owned by Alphabet Inc., is beginning to become more restrictive in the types 

of videos related to this topic that it will allow to be posted on its website and app.  Odysee is 

unique among these video sharing websites in that you can directly download files such as STL 

files directly from the websites.  Odysee is built on the LBRY blockchain technology.  The links 

for the files can sometimes appear next to the icons for a video about a model of firearm that 

can be constructed from those STL files.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

In addition to using 3D printing to construct Frames and Receivers for commercially 

designed models of firearms, individuals and groups have begun to design unique firearms that 

in some cases require parts from several different commercially available firearm models.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



In addition to the firearm parts, these firearms can sometimes require unique sizes of 

screws, washers, nuts and other parts to construct a firearm based on one of these designs.  

There are webpages that have pieced together all of the firearm components and all of the 

unique non-firearm parts for many of these firearm designs and sell them as complete kits.  

None of those parts are regulated under federal law.     

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Below is an example of a Glock type Ghost Handgun built with a Polymer80 Unfinished 

Frame that has had a 3D printed Glock Switch installed into it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


